California State University Carnegie Project on the Education Doctorate

Convening – January 29-30
Preparation Work
There are two pre-meeting assignments for your team to complete for the CSU CPED Convening on January 29th and 30th. Each response should be no more than one page and should be entered on this document. These assignments will help to shape our discussions and will be posted on the CSU CPED web site thereafter at:

http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/edleadership/cped/index.html
The reading materials for the assignments are currently posted on the web site. 
Assignment 1:  Signature Pedagogies

As a foundation for your response, review Preparing Stewards of the Discipline, the Signature Pedagogy article by Chris Golde, and the Signature Pedagogy Notes from the national CPED discussions. 
Identify one or more signature pedagogies that you have or would like to have in your program. What are the features or characteristics of these signature pedagogies?
Research Support Seminars—a distinctive feature of the Ed.D. at CSUF is the Research Support Seminar.  The seminars are groups of 5-6 students who meet with the same faculty member over the first two years of the program.  Students are assigned to the groups at the day-long orientation based on their responses to a survey about their research interests.  Each of the groups has a common research focus that includes all of the students in the seminar. Small groups may coalesce around such commonalities as shared research epistemologies (e.g. qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, or action research), shared interests in a research topic, or mutual interest in conducting research at a specific educational level.  

Use of scenarios and problem based learning—Students in one of the courses in the program wrote scenarios about situations that have or might have occurred in their work settings.  The scenarios were designed to illustrate the value of a construct being discussed in the course.  Other students were assigned to analyze the scenarios and present their analysis as to how it linked to the course content.  This required students to apply concepts from the course to their work environment.  Jaymi Abusham who is a student in our program wrote about this process:  “Although the 605 class did not use scenarios like we did in 627, the construct has potential to be used throughout the program.  If the EdD is a practitioner's degree, then it seems to me that the signature pedagogy should reflect the applied nature of the program.  Thinking about the current cohort, there would be great dialog from the diversity of roles held by the group.”
Assignment 2:  Investigating Learning Outcomes with Assessment Data

In responding, consider the Assessment article by Shulman, “Assessment and the Quest for Accountability.” 
Your program has a set of learning outcomes that have been well articulated and provide coherence and direction for faculty and students. What are those outcomes? What data do you gather to assess how well students have met those expectations? 

The CSUF student learning outcomes address seven areas: (1) expertise in educational leadership, (2) development of professionals whose practice is informed by scholarly literature, (3) preparation of reflective practitioners, (4) advancing of critical thinking, (5) fostering of change agents, (6) promoting of self-aware and ethical professionals, and (7) engendering of professionals who value diversity. Data collected to measure learning outcomes include direct as well as indirect evidence of student learning and descriptive and statistical data. Data are collected throughout the program, with some collected each semester and some annually.
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