CSU San Bernardino

Question 1--Signature Pedagogies and Preparing Stewards of the Discipline

The Ed.D. in Educational Leadership at CSU San Bernardino seeks to meet the needs of our region by preparing reflective educational leaders who are agents of positive change for our schools. 

Our first cohort of doctoral students was introduced this fall at a dinner in their honor preceding the start of classes. The President, administration, faculty, community members and the press were present as the students briefly discussed their backgrounds and research interests.  This effort was deliberate – students are informed at the outset that the program is about positive educational change and understand their roles as stewards.  This deliberate infusion of students into the doctoral culture and reminder of the mission of the program was the paramount theme of the evening.  Following these activities, students received an orientation and began to engage in a myriad of activities, including the discussions of ideas, theories and their applications as well as the multiple opportunities that include conferences, symposia, and paper or poster sessions. 

 Following this evening, our doctoral program implemented the signature pedagogy of critical inquiry sessions and we propose further expansion.  Additionally, we propose the possibility of educational  learning practicums (ELP) that align with the challenges in the schools.


According to Shulman, (2002) in Educating Lawyers: Preparation for the Profession of Law, “The existing common core of legal education needs to be expanded to provide students substantial experience with the practice as well as opportunities to wrestle with the issues of professionalism…It should extend beyond case-dialogue courses to become part of learning to think like a lawyer in practice settings.” This philosophy is also true for our doctoral candidates in educational leadership. They need to be equipped with substantial experiences in critical inquiry and the practice. 

The critical inquiry sessions afford our candidates the opportunity to foster their appraisal skills.  During the sessions experts in the field present their work, first assigning specific articles for the students to read.  Students work in teams to answer critical questions prior to the session. The inquiry gives students the opportunity to keep up with current educational research and foster their skills of critical analysis.  The sessions are well attended and lively. 

We recognize the imperative for doctoral students to engage and begin to see themselves as change agents within the educational system.  We would suggest that the critical inquiry sessions be expanded to include the skills of data disaggregation to supplement the current classroom activities. As part of the data based portion of the critical inquiry session, students would explore specific data sets from local school districts, research the related literature, and select relevant articles. These sessions would be presented and attended by professors with an expertise in this area, as in previous sessions. Next, focused, answerable questions derived from the data would be posed to begin to address needed changes in the schools.

The second proposed signature pedagogy would include the exploration of educational learning practicums (ELP) that combine practice with theory. The purpose of the ELP would be to link the interests of the doctoral students to the needs of school districts through the offices of education. 

Interest would need to be generated within our existing community partnerships with county offices and school districts, addressing specific challenges in our local region. Students would be required to work in teams to develop a study project that links to challenges in the field of education.  Finally, student teams and districts would be matched with a mentor in the field for the purpose of research.  This Educational Learning Practicum would provide students with the opportunity for practical field experience to work directly with challenges posed in the local region.  
