Fresno State Assignment #1:  Signature Pedagogies

While our program has professional practice assignments and pedagogy in some of our courses, signature pedagogy is not consistent throughout the program, nor would the faculty, if asked, be able to define it or give examples of it.

Our courses have imbedded fieldwork, case studies, and practical assignments that have students working with school sites, both Pre-K12 and Higher Education.  For example, the first course in the program, Organizational Theory for Complex Organizations features four case studies that student collaborative groups write to throughout the semester.   The case studies are “The Sinking Elementary School”, “The Floating University”, “The Dysfunctional District” and the “Comatose Community College”.  Students are told they are the principal, chancellor, president or superintendent of each site and they analyze, assess and write about their case related to each reading and class discussion.  

While this activity assists in linking practice to the readings, it might be interesting if the cases were continued throughout all the coursework, with each faculty member adding additional pieces to the cases as well as giving assignments related to their readings. 
The idea of Signature Pedagogy resonates with what we are attempting to accomplish in our program, and I believe would lend itself to good measurement of both program outcomes and student learning outcomes.

