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First-year Portfolio Rubric 

	
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	Not acceptable
	Acceptable
	Accomplished

	1
	Language and argumentation


	· Does not consistently support claims with evidence or evidence is not appropriate.

· Theoretical constructs are described inaccurately or incompletely.

· Restates but does not critique research or readings.

· Does not consistently distinguish between own ideas and others’. 

· Grammatical and mechanical errors interfere with communication.

· Does not use academic conventions (e.g., APA, citation).

· Shows little or no progress in writing ability


	· Constructs an adequate academic argument and uses appropriate evidence to support claims.

· Correctly describes theoretical constructs.

· Summarizes and critiques readings and research.

· Usually distinguishes between own ideas and others’. 

· Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions competently.

· Emerging competence of academic conventions (e.g., APA, citation).

· Shows some progress in writing ability
	· Constructs a persuasive academic argument and uses appropriate evidence proficiently to support claims.

· Adeptly describes and critiques theoretical constructs.

· Summarizes, critiques and offers original interpretations of readings and research.

· Always distinguishes between own ideas and others and effectively integrates them.

· Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions correctly.

· Uses appropriate academic conventions (e.g., APA, citation)

· Shows strong progress in writing ability.



	2
	Equity issues in education


	· Relies primarily on popular notions of equity instead of research-based evidence.

· Does not consider the full range of possible inequalities.


	· Discusses and applies research-based evidence of inequitable structures.

· Demonstrates an emerging awareness of successful curricular and leadership strategies to address structural inequalities.
	· Demonstrates a multi-layered understanding of educational inequities.

· Consistently identifies and applies successful and/or original curricular and leadership strategies to address structural inequities.



	3
	Critical analysis and praxis


	· Does not generalize beyond personal, classroom or site-level experience.

· Relies on description and personal experience as evidence.

· Does not effectively summarize or marshal key concepts in constructing academic arguments.

· Misinterprets methods, findings and applications of educational research.

· Does not apply appropriate methods address to specific research questions
	· Shows system-level thinking by extrapolating beyond the individual or classroom site-level to the broader educational context, such as districts and colleges, to implement systemic reforms.

· Satisfactory grasp of methods, findings and applications of educational research.

· Emerging competence in identifying appropriate methods to address research questions.

· Identifies the claim and evaluates the evidence and results in research studies.

· Presents evidence and findings effectively
	· Considers the broader educational context in implementing systemic reform and addresses institutional and organization structures in detail.

· Demonstrates a thorough understanding of methods, findings and applications of educational research.

· Skillfully identifies appropriate methods to address research questions.

· Identifies the claim and the warrant in research studies and evaluates and critiques the evidence and results.

· Presents evidence and results effectively, using appropriate conventions.
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