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ELPS 789 – Dissertation Seminar
Year II Plan 
Course Description

Students work under the guidance of their advisor/dissertation committee chair to complete requirements for the dissertation; includes independent work as well as dissertation seminars. Minimum of 12 units total maybe repeated for credit. Students must be enrolled every semester after admission to candidacy until they successfully defend their dissertation.

(Note that topics covered during Year I Weekend Seminars included: overview of dissertation process and format, selecting a dissertation topic, refining research questions, and academic writing. First year courses covered APA style and introduced reviewing the literature, quantitative & qualitative methods.)

Plan for ELPS 789

Year II
· ELPS 789 Seminar will be facilitated by 1 instructor for 3 units, with seat time spread over 6 weekend seminars (3 seminars in fall, 3 Spring). Instructor will use 2-3 hours at each of these seminars for presentation, discussion, and student peer review re: step by step preparation of dissertation proposal.

· Instructor of 789 will (in Year II):

· Provide basic conceptual and procedural understanding of how to write Chapters 1 – 3 (dissertation proposal) and the IRB application through weekend seminars (and online, if needed).

· Keep required class “how to” readings to a minimum to allow students time for their independent readings in the literature. 

· Provide students with structure and timeline for making progress on proposal, including required student consultations with diss. chairs.

· Collect drafts of proposal sections and give students general feedback on their overall approach, writing, APA, procedural matters (not content). 

· Coordinate on regular basis with all dissertation chairs (at meetings and by e-mail) about what is taught in ELPS 789, deadlines for student work, diss. expectations, etc. to ensure that student is on track for making progress and to get chair decision on credit/no credit grade each semester.

· Coordinate with instructors of ELPS 775 and 785 (Quant and Qualifying II) re: guidance on methods chapter (Chapter III).

· Ensure that all students turn in end of semester chapter drafts to www.turnitin.com and check site to ensure that drafts do not exceed the low (green) level of plagiarism, alerting chairs as well as Program Director and ELPS Dept. chair if/when there is a problem. 

· Dissertation chairs will (in Year II):

· Communicate on regular basis with advisees to ensure timely progress on preparation of diss. proposal (due by summer, 2010).

· Meet with student promptly at start of 2009-2010 school year to refine diss. research questions, recommend relevant literature (especially empirical and theoretical), and begin discussing research methods/site(s).

· Attend meetings with ELPS 789 instructor of record, Doctoral Program Director, and others to be oriented on ELPS 789 and their role, and participate in building faculty consensus around dissertation expectations as part of doctoral culture at CSUN.
· Review student drafts of proposal sections/chapters and IRB application according to ELPS 789 course calendar and provide timely, substantive feedback to student.

· Respond to ELPS 789 instructor e-mail queries on student progress in timely manner and give recommendation of Credit/No credit grade for each semester. 

· Keep in mind that students are full-time working professionals (often up to 60-hour work weeks) and that this is an Ed.D. Program with an applied dissertation, not a Ph.D. program. 

· Students will (in Year II):

· Attend all Weekend Seminars, which are class meetings for ELPS 789.

· Communicate on regular basis with diss. chair.

· Turn in ELPS 789 assignments to both ELPS 789 instructor and diss. chair in timely manner; communicate with both if assignments will be late. Assignments may be submitted electronically to instructor. Working chapter drafts due at end of fall and spring semesters of Year II must be submitted first to www.turnitin.com as part of ELPS Dept. ongoing effort to ensure academic integrity.

Year II Grading
Dissertation advisors/chairs will decide whether student receives Credit/No credit for each semester (B- level work is minimum for Credit) and will communicate this in a timely manner to instructor of record. Students will be required to turn in chapter drafts at end of semester to turnitin.com as a basic check on plagiarism. Students with serious or repeated incidences of plagiarism will face consequences noted on ELPS web site.
Year II Fall Weekend Seminars 

(They required texts to be determined by instructor but should be minimal to allow students time to consult the literature on their topic. Those listed below are those from which instructor may which to choose.)
	#
	TOPICS – YEAR II 
	READ by this date
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	#1

late 

Sept (about 1 mon. into semes.)
	Literature Reviews A

- Purpose, characteristics

- Assessing quantitative studies: surveys

- Laundry list v. critical synthesis
- Comparing & contrasting studies, discerning themes

- Gaps in lit, relevance 
- Lit review outline

- APA quiz/review

- ELPS 789 timeline

- Forming diss. committee
	- Fredericks et al. (sample lit review)

- Galvan Chapter 8
- lit search for 25 cites/abstracts 


	- Meet with Chair to refine RQs, get their recommendations re: literature or authors to review

- DUE:Citations/abstracts for 25 relevant empirical sources to be read for lit review

NOTE: ALL ASSIGN-MENTS TURNED IN TO BOTH INSTRUCTOR & DISS. CHAIR unless noted



	#2

late Oct
	Literature Reviews B

- Debrief synthesis 
- Assessing quant studies: correlational, etc.

- Peer review of drafts

- Developing a conceptual framework

- Examples of conceptual frameworks, ed theories

- Academic writing: building argument; citing, paraphrasing, transitions;  “they say” v. “I say”, etc.
	- Galvan Chaps 9, 10 

- Desimone pp. 433-443 or Honig & Hatch (sample conceptual framework)

- literature on your topic


	- DUE: Lit review outline (organized by tentative themes or categories, including cites to be discussed under each)

- DUE: Thematic section of lit review (8-10 pp. – bring 2 copies for peer review of 1st 5 pp.)



	#3

Dec.?
	Statement of the Problem

- Peer review of conceptual frame drafts

- Chapter I guidelines

- Contextualizing problem

- Rationale for study (significance, “so what”?)

- RQs and hypotheses

- Delimitations, limits

- Student presentations?

- Preview of IRB including LAUSD schedule

- Diss. Proposal timeline, plan
	INSTRUCTOR TO CHOOSE FROM:

- Galvan Chaps 11, 12

- Rudestam pp. 54-59 + Chap 10

- Locke Chaps 1, 6

- Land (sample contextualizing the problem)
- literature on your topic
	- DUE: Draft of Conceptual Framework (3-5 pp.) – bring 2 copies for peer review -describe possible theories or perspectives to ground your study and how/why appropriate

-  DUE: Working draft of Chapter II (lit review including conceptual framework) (submit first to www.turnitin.com)



Spring Weekend Seminars 
	#
	TOPICS
	READ by this date
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	1

mid to late Feb
	Preparing Chapter III

- Chapter III content, format guidelines
- Methodological sources & traditions for Chapter III

- Mixed methods options

- Working with your committee

- Student presentations?


	INSTRUCTOR TO CHOOSE FROM:

- Locke Chaps 3, 4, 5

- Johnson & Onwuegbuzie

- literature on contextualizing your topic


	- DUE: Statement of the Problem (8 pp. draft section of Chapter I) Mini-argument on status, significance of problem, need for your study, contribution, etc.



	2
late Mar or Apr after

Quals
	Research Ethics & IRB

- Peer review of Chapter III section draft

- Research ethics

- Informed consent 

- IRB process (in general and at CSUN)

- Student presentations?


	INSTRUCTOR TO CHOOSE FROM:

- Locke Chapter 2

- Hemmings

- CSUN Human Subjects approval: www.csun.edu/research/03_
Research/06_Human

SubjectsResearch.html (Definition, forms, FAQs)
	- DUE: Draft section of Chapter III (8-10 pp. – bring 2 copies for peer review, 1st 5 pp.) 



	3
late spring 
	Preparing Proposals &
Practitioner Research Issues

- Student presentations?
- Practitioner research issues: ethics, power, politics

- Proposal coherence, sum of the parts

- Proposal troubleshooting

- Preparing for proposal defense
	- Herr & Anderson Chaps 3, 4, 7 (choose) 

- Zeni: Epilogue

- Locke Part III: Proposal 2 (qualitative) or Proposal 3 (quasi-experimental)

- Locke Chap 7


	- DUE: Draft CSUN Human Subjects application
- DUE: Working draft, Chapter I  (submit first at www.turnitin.com)
- DUE: Working draft, Chapter III (submit first at www.turnitin.com)



Year II Summer
NO WEEKEND SEMINARS; work with Chair to complete IRB application for CSUN (if not completed in spring) and Diss. Proposal for dissertation committee. Goal is for students to defend proposal in summer of Year II (if ready). Students may not begin official data collection for dissertation until IRB approval and successful proposal defense (Preliminary Orals).
Year III 

There is no instructor of record, no syllabus. Dissertation seminar is conducted mainly on an individual basis with the dissertation chair, with the chair determining the Credit/No Credit grade each semester. There may occasional class meetings for progress reports and peer review/support. 
1

