Assignment:  Further Investigating Learning Outcomes with Assessment Data
For the first Convening last January, you described the set of learning outcomes that have been well articulated and provide coherence and direction for faculty and students. You identified those outcomes and the data you gather to assess how well students have met those expectations. For the October 20 & 21 Convening, please address the following.

The central issue is: how do you analyze, report, and use those data? Identify examples of the data you gather regarding student performance. Considering these data, please answer the following questions:
1. What measures of student performance are most valued in program assessment and review? What direct measures of student learning (i.e., direct evaluation of student work) are used to determine whether student learning outcomes have been met? How are the performance data used to improve student learning?

In terms of direct measures, some of the most valuable data that has been gathered are:

a. The student’s portfolio analysis at Year I- this is helping the committee to determine if students are on track in the program (towards their dissertation).  Portfolios are rated on three domains:  Demonstration of student learning outcomes, quality of research/scholarship, and quality of reflection and analysis using a rubric.
b. The student’s Year I – Evaluation (from the committee).  This contains an evaluation that  includes GPA and other outcomes.  Rating forms are submitted to the Office of Doctoral Studies, where an evaluation summary is prepared and submitted to the student’s academic advisor who reviews these outcomes with the student and discusses specific directions and behavioral goals as needed.  
c. Individual student reports on the evaluation of the student learning outcomes (SLOs) in each class – to determine if they are aligned with the course instruction.  The students provide coursework samples.
2. How do your students address substantive problems collectively and individually? What are the artifacts that they produce that demonstrates mastery of concepts that span several topic areas in education policy and practice and require interaction with other disciplines and fields of study? What written and oral reports are expected? 
Students are required to address problems posed in individual classes, and then, in their portfolios, to compile these and utilize them to demonstrate mastery of concepts in their display of artifacts.  The goal is that each of these ‘pieces of the puzzle’ are put together to demonstrate progress towards their educational doctorate.  Written and oral reports (both individual and group) are required in most classes, and summarized in the student’s portfolio.
3. What research questions do the data generate that further your institution’s work and inform consideration of whether learning outcomes have been met at the level expected for doctoral candidates? How are the findings used in your program assessment plan(s)? How does this information inform your consideration of courses and experiences?
findings utilized – as data is displayed from the resultant student evaluations of the learning outcomes in each class, the program director and professor of each class meets to evaluate the success/achievement of the student learning outcomes presented in each class.  At the conclusion of each class, the results are utilized to decide on necessary changes and directions for the next class (and the next time this class is taught.
